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The production you are about to witness is a product of
the American Educational Theatre, where research into
the past aids us in our search for a better understanding
of the present.

COMMEDIA DELL’ARTE

In all theatrical history there has never been a dramatic
style like the commedia. Performed in full slapstick, with
stylized costumes and masks, the commedia emphasizes
certain universal character types, composed mostly of old
men, lovers, and zanies or servants, all of which were
portrayed to the point of caricature.

With the beginning of the Renaissance in Italy, small
bands of strolling players moved from town to town in
search of whatever audience they could find. Performing out-of-doors, in city squares
and market places, they depended upon the sheer vitality and attractiveness of their
improvisational playing to complel non-captive audiences to pay attention, and to
pay for that attention. When a company of actors depends upon such a chancy means
of livelihood, it is obvious that they must truly please. That many famous commedia
companies did just that for several hundred years is proof of the vitality of the genre.
Our group, The Affamati Company (The Hungry Ones), pretends to be one of
these companies, and as such competes in the free market of entertainment for your
approval and favor.

THE SCENARIO

A reading of late Medieval and early Renaissance history, undertaken at the be-
ginning of the Fall term by the members of The Affamati Company, revealed such a
close parallel between university life then and now that the group felt impelled to
draw those parallels to the attention of our audiences. Accordingly, a research project
was begun which resulted in this presentation of the original scenario, “A Gap in
Generations.”

The scenario itself was created by the members of the company in the manner of
the commedia, all lines and business being improvisationally evolved in rehearsal and
performance.

COMMEDIA TERMS
Lazzi—Comic turns or gags.
Maestro—The leader of a commedia dell’arte company.

Scenario—A plot outline, scene by scene, posted in the wings, from which the actors
take their directions.

Zanni—A comic servant.

Zibaldoni—An actor’s notebook of lazzi, oftentimes handed down from one genera-
tion of actors to another.
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