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THE CUBS THIS WEEK
Tues. 3/11 Baseball
  Cubs v. Mt. San Antonio College
  HOME – 2:30 pm

Wed. 3/12 Women’s Badminton
  Lady Cubs @ El Camino College
  AWAY – 3:00 pm
  
Thur. 3/13 Baseball
  Cubs v. East Los Angeles College
  HOME – 2:30 pm

Fri. 3/14  Women’s Badminton
  Lady Cubs v. East Los Angeles College
  HOME – 3:00 pm

  Women’s Track & Field
  Occidental Distance Carnival
  Occidental College, Eagle Rock
 
Sat. 3/15 Baseball
  Cubs @ Los Angeles Harbor College
  AWAY – 12:00 pm

MEN’S BASKETBALL: CUBS SEASON ENDS IN PLAY-OFF REGIONAL FINAL AT
   CITRUS COLLEGE
It was fast-paced and kept fans on the edge of their seats but the fi nal result favored “them” as LA City fell 
in overtime, 99-95, to No. 1 ranked Citrus College in a State Play-Off Regional Final on Sat., March 8.

Citrus (35-1) went on to win the 2008 Men’s Basketball State Championship but the Owls game against 
the Cubs proved to be their only close, challenging contest during the entire state play-offs. No other team 
Citrus faced was remotely within reach of defeating them except LA City.

The game was played at Citrus College (Glendora) and marked the 13th time in the past 15 seasons that 
the Cubs have played in a Regional Play-Off Final with the winner advancing to the California Final Eight. 
The Cubs have won a remarkable seven times during the aforementioned period – all under the guidance 
of head coach Mike Miller.

The Cubs fi nished the 2007-08 season with a highly respectable 25-9 record. “City” played their way into 
the Regional Championship game by defeating No. 6 ranked Riverside Community College, 81-77, one 
week prior. Citrus earned the right to face the Cubs after defeating Imperial Valley College in their second 
round contest.

The game was “give-and-take” throughout although the Cubs held the lead more total minutes than Citrus. 
The lead fl ip-fl opped seven times on the heels of six ties. After the Cubs scored the opening basket, Citrus 
went on a 10-0 run and led 10-2 with 16:06 in the fi rst half.

LA City countered following a time-out by creating their own 16-6 run that was highlighted by a fast break 
lay-up from freshman Cub guard James White (Jackson, MS) to give the Cubs an 18-16 lead.



“City” continued to surge past Citrus and led by as many as 10 points, 37-27, with 4:01 until half time when 
freshman guard Scott Sterling (Bronx Regional HS, NYC) sank two free throws following a technical foul on 
the Citrus bench.

The Owls battled back later in the half after Darren Moore scored six straight points. A subsequent fast 
break slam dunk off an Owl steal made the score 37-35. Owl forward Troy Payne’s offensive rebound and 
“put back” tied the score at 37. Both teams traded free throws in the closing moments to the half with Citrus 
taking a 39-38 midpoint lead.

Citrus opened the second half with a quick lay-up, but the Cubs countered on another 10-0 run to give 
LACC a seven point advantage, 48-41. 

The Owls most key period in the second half arrived with 9:13 remaining and trailing by four points when 
they went on a 19-3 run that eventually led to a one point Citrus lead, 78-77, with 1:57 remaining in regula-
tion.

Each team then exchanged possessions but Owl point guard Virgil Buensuceso hit a jumper in the key to 
give Citrus a three-point lead with 46-seconds to play.

Citrus held their lead for 30 more seconds on a pair of free throws by the Owls’ AJ Gasporra. On the inbound, 
Citrus fouled LA City’s season leading scorer, Branden Fisher (16.6 ppg / Genesis Prep, MS / Chicago) that 
sent him to the charity stripe for two free throws. Fisher sank both to draw the Cubs to within one point.

The Owls Moore was fouled by the Cubs with eight seconds left in regulation play and Citrus leading 84-83. 
Moore scored one free throw to put Citrus ahead by two points, but with time running out Fisher drove the 
length of the court to score a literal “leaping leaner” lay-up with one second left to tie the game and send it 
into overtime.

The Cubs scored fi rst in the fi ve-minute OT after Fisher sank a pair of free throws. Citrus countered with a 
three-point basket by Gasporra. Citrus stole the ball on the next Cub possession and ended the play with a 
slam dunk by Payne and a four point lead. Citrus never relinquished that lead.

“City” pulled to within one point with 17 seconds left in OT after a basket by sophomore forward Ricky 
Boyles (Washington Prep) but Boyles free throw after a foul on the shot dropped hard off the back rim and 
Citrus secured the rebound and victory.

Sterling led all scorers with 31 points on 10-for-19 from the fl oor and 6-for-7 at the free throw line. Fisher 
pitched in 25 points on 6-for-12 from the fi eld and 10-for-13 from the free throw line.

Boyles added 12 points and a game high 16 rebounds and four blocked shots. Sophomore forward Diego 
Belizario added four points while hauling down an additional 13 rebounds.

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD: THE LATEST ON THE LADY CUBS
The Lady Cubs Track & Field team is back in action this Friday at host Occidental College in the Occiden-
tal Distance Carnival. The Lady Cubs have emerged as a long distance running power this season having 
captured two opening meets events.

Freshman Daniella Alonso is looking for her third consecutive First Place fi nish of the year after taking 
medalist honors in the 3000 Meters at Mt. SAC on Feb. 8. She then led the fi eld in the 5000 Meters at the 
Cerritos Invitational on Feb. 23.



BASEBALL: TOUGH LOSSES FOR CUBS LAST WEEK
LA City’s South Coast Conference title hopes continued a downward spiral with loses to Cerritos and 
Compton Colleges. The Cubs lost to Cerritos, 9-5, on Tues., March 4. Compton topped the Cubs, 10-9, on 
Thurs., March 6. LA City is 3-13 overall and 0-5 in the South Coast Conference.

Cerritos broke the Cubs early in taking a 9-1 lead. LA City made a late game comeback but didn’t have 
the fi repower at the plate to catch Cerritos. The Falcons are undefeated in SCC play at 5-0 and 13-8 
overall.

Cerritos had an 2-1 early lead but broke the game open in the bottom of the fourth inning with three runs. 
They then scored four runs in the fi fth.

LA City made it interesting with four runs in the eighth inning but couldn’t fi nd the same batting magic in 
the ninth. Sophomore infi elder Brian Perras (Clearwater HS) led Cub batters with four hits for the game.


